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reserved, and as to his aspirations for the Presidency, it was
well understood by him that I could not be counted among
his original supporters.

Only on one occasion was the subject ever mentioned.
About two weeks before the Republican Convention of 1884,
I met Mr. Elaine in Lafayette Square. He beckoned me to a
seat on a bench. He opened the conversation by saying that
he was glad to have some votes in the convention, but that
he did not wish for the nomination. He expressed a wish to
defeat the nomination of President Arthur, and he then said
the ticket should be General Sherman and Robert Lincoln.
'Most assuredly the nomination of that ticket would have
been followed by an election. To me General Sherman had
one answer to the suggestion: "I am not a statesman; my
brother John is. If any Sherman is to be nominated, he is
the man."

I did not then question, nor do I now question, the sin-
cerity of the statement that Mr. Elaine then made. My
acquaintance with Mr. Elaine began with our election to
the Thirty-eighth Congress, and it continued on terms of
reserved friendship to the end of his life. That reserve
was not due to any defect in his character of which I had
knowledge, nor to the statements concerning him that were
made by others, but to an opinion that he was not a person
whose candidacy I was willing to espouse in advance of
his nomination. I ought to say that in my intercourse
with Mr. Elaine he was frank and free from dissimula-
tion.

I was on terms of intimacy with Mr. Conkling from the
disastrous April, 1866, to the end of his life. Hence it was
that I ventured upon an experiment which a less well-assured
friend would have avoided. I assumed that Mr. Elaine would
close the controversy at the first opportunity. It may be
said of Mr. Elaine that, while he had great facility for get-